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IN RE: NOMINATION PETITION OF . IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 22
BRENDAN J. MURRAY FOR THE OFFICE  : DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVZNIA ‘)d 0
OF SCHOOL DIRECTOR (TWO YEAR TERM) \wa

FOR THE HARRISBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT CIVIL ACTION

No. 3013 Cv AHOF EL

PETITION TO CHALLENGE THE NOMINATION PETITION OF BRENDAN J. MURRAY

FOR THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL DIRECTOR (TWO YEAR TERM) OF THE HARRISBURG
SCHOOL DISTRICT

To the Honorable Judges of said Court:

The undersigned, by her attorney, Lenora M. Smith, hereby files these objections to the above
Nomination Petition, and respectfully represent:

1. The said Petitioner is a citizen and registered Democratic Party elector of the City of
Harrisburg, County of Dauphin, Pennsylvania.

2. Petitioner, Autumn L. Cooper, is an adult individual residing at 2224 Green Street, Harrisburg
PA 17110, in the City of Harrisburg, County of Dauphin, Pennsylvania.

3. This Petition is filed pursuant to the Pennsylvania Election Code, 25 P.S. 2937 and the Public
Officials and Employee Ethics Act, 65 Pa. C.S. §1104.

4, Brendan J. Murray, an individual residing at 1603 N. 2nd Street, Apt. 2, Harrisburg, PA
17102, in the City of Harrisburg, County of Dauphin, Pennsylvania, filed on or about March 12,
2013, with the Dauphin County Board of Elections his nomination petition as a candidate for the
office of School Director (Two year term) of the Harrisburg School District in the Democrat
Party Primary election scheduled for May 21, 2013.

5. Mr. Murray attached a copy of his Statement of Financial Interests to the nomination petition
he filed with the Dauphin County Board of Elections.




6. However, Mr. Murray failed to also timely file a Statement of Financial Interests with the
Harrisburg School District on or before March 12, 2013 as is required for all candidates for said
offices by the Public Officials and Employee Ethics Act Law, 65 Pa.C.S. § 1104(b)(2), and by
regulations of the State Ethics Commission, 51 Pa. Code § 15.3(b). See March 12, 2013 time
stamped copy of Statement of Financial Interests of Brendan J. Murray, attached hereto as
Exhibit A.

7. Although Mr. Murray filed his Statement of Financial Interests with the Harrisburg School
District on or about March 13, 2013, this filing was beyond the legally mandated deadline of
March 12, 2013. :

8. A candidate’s failure to file a Statement of Financial Interests in the proper manner and in the
prescribed time with the local governing authority is a fatal defect requiring the striking of that
candidate from the ballot. In re: Nomination of Greg Paulmier, 594 Pa. 445; 937 A.2d 364, 371
(Pa 2007 stating: “Therefore, we now hold that the fatality rule announced in Section 1104 of the
Ethics Act was intended by Legislature to bar only those candidates from the ballot who fail to
file statements of financial interests or who file them in an untimely manner.”).

WHEREFORE, your Petitioners pray that: (a) a hearing on the Petitioner's objections, as
provided in the Pennsylvania Elections Code, 25 P.S. § 2937, be scheduled forthwith; (b) Mr.
Murray's nomination petition for School Director (Two year term) of the Harrisburg School
District be set aside; and (c) the name of Brendan J. Murray as a candidate for the office of
School Director (Two year term) of the Harrisburg School District be stricken from the ballot for
the Dauphin County Democratic Party Primary scheduled for May 21, 2013.

By: é»- I £7£

Lenora M. Smith, Esquire

1205 N. 2nd Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102

Counsel for Petitioner, Autumn L. Cooper
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA PENNSYLVANIA STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
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The undersigned hereby affims that the foregoing Information Is true and correct to the best of sald person's knowledge, Information and belief; said affirmation being made subject
to the penalties prescribed by 18 Pa.C.S, §4904 (unsworn falsification fo authorities) and the Public Official and Employee Ethics Act, 65 Pa.C.S. §1109(b).
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VERIFICATION

I, Autumn L. Cooper, the undersigned, being duly sworn, state that I believe the facts stated in
the foregoing Petition In re: Nomination Petition of Brendan J. Murray are true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief, the Statement of Financial Interests of Brendan J. Murray was
not timely filed with the Harrisburg School District and the objection to Mr. Murray's
Nomination is made in good faith.

I understand that any false statement herein are made subject to penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. Section
4909, relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Q\,@huuj- éoqu

Autumn L. Cooper




